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“Synovus proudly partners with 
United Against Poverty in support of 
their initiatives. We believe in UP’s 
mission to invest and grow in our 
community and the people that are 
served there. Strong community 
programs help to support and 
develop citizens and by investing in 
their needs and helping grow them, 
our community benefits overall.”

- Jeffrey Lane, Synovus

"Summit loves to partner with UP 
Orlando because they make the 
dignity of each person they serve a 
priority. They listen well to the needs 
of the community and are willing to 
adjust to meet those needs. In 2020, 
we saw this willingness to listen and 
respond happen quickly in many 
ways. Through their Mobile Market 
program, we were able to partner and 
reach so many families that might not 
be able to make it to their location. 
Their creativity, compassion, and 
ability to listen to the community 
makes them extraordinary!" 

         - Elizabeth Cronlund
CNP Community Development 

Coordinator Summit Church

"United Against Poverty is making a 
positive difference in the lives of 
individuals and families across Central 
Florida who face food insecurity, 
barriers to workforce opportunities, 
and healthcare challenges. Bank of 
America was proud to honor them 
with our 2019 Neighborhood Builder 
Award - including $200,000 in 
unrestricted funding and leadership 
training."

- Jodie Hardman, SVP, Market Mgr
  Bank of America

"When residents are equipped with the 
skills and knowledge necessary to earn a 
living and improve their quality of life, they 
become empowered. Earning income 
through employment or by starting a 
business is essential because earning 
income is the first step towards ending 
poverty. When people feel that they have 
value, they march forward instead of 
standing still. Since 2003, United Against 
Poverty has provided a hand up to those 
in need, helping them move out of 
poverty. The City of Orlando supports this 
empowerment model."

              - Buddy Dyer, Mayor of Orlando



Our Mobile Markets started 
hitting the road in April to ensure 
underserved areas still had access 

to fresh produce and groceries 
during the COVID lockdown. We 
held 97 Mobile Markets across 

Florida in 2020.

Our most popular event of the 
year (and a Treasure Coast 

tradition), the Thanksgiving Day 
Trot Against Poverty, went off 
without a hitch on November 

26th with more than 750 runners 
participating.

In June the Orchid Island 
Golf & Beach Club held 
their annual 5K raising 

$3,500 to benefit UP and 
STEP. Thank you, Orchid 

Island!

Our new Indian River 
UP Center opened to 

much fanfare and 
anticipation on 

January 25th, 2020!



More than 700 runners 
came out for a quacking 

good time for our 7th

Annual Quack Attack on 
Poverty, held in Baldwin 

Park in Orlando on 
February 15th.

Our Hopeful Harvest 
Thanksgiving event was more 

needed than ever with 680 
turkeys and all the shelf-stable 

side dishes distributed across all 
three Centers on Monday, 

November 23rd.

When COVID hit in March, our 
STEP teams brainstormed the 

best way to carry on the 
program, and we began virtual 

Zoom STEP classes in the 
summer.

To show our appreciation for our 
Grocery members during such a 

difficult year, we held a drawing in 
November and December for $100 
worth of food and merchandise. A 

winner was drawn before the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays! 
Pictured here is Ms. Coates with her 

December cart win in Orlando.







TO OUR GENEROUS
INVESTORS FOR 
GIVING A HANDGIVING A
UPIN 2020!







“United Against Poverty is really making a 
difference in our community. UP equips 
people to LIVE life, not just survive. We 

love to support them in their endeavors!”

Dayne and Stephanie Williams

“Fifth Third Bank has supported UP
Orlando since 2019 to help empower
individuals and families for economic 

self-sufficiency and to help build
stronger and more sustainable

communities. The impact UP Orlando has 
made and continues to make throughout 

Central Florida is inspiring, and we are 
proud to be a partner in their mission.”

Greg Dryden
Orlando City President, Fifth Third Bank

"When residents are equipped with the 
skills and knowledge necessary to earn a 

living and improve their quality of life, 
they become empowered. Earning income 

through employment or by starting a 
business is essential because earning 

income is the first step towards ending 
poverty. When people feel that they have 

value, they march forward instead of 
standing still. Since 2003, United Against 
Poverty has provided a hand up to those 

in need, helping them move out of
poverty. The City of Orlando supports this 

empowerment model."

Buddy Dyer, Mayor of Orlando




